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Background of the Invention 




The invention relates generally to wireless networks, and 
more particularly to an adapter method for extending stand-alone 
wireless access points to enable their delivery of an integrated 
solution within a network environment. 

Description of the Prior Art 

Short-range wireless technologies such as 802.11, 
Bluetooth, HomeRF, and others are being rapidly deployed to 
allow mobile devices to connect with existing intra-building 
wired Local Area Networks (LANs) . To enable this connectivity, 
wireless access points are being developed by various 
manufacturers. An example of such an access point is the 
Aironet 340 access point (an 802.11 type access point) 
manufactured by Cisco Systems, Inc. of San Jose, California. 
Another example is the AXIS 9010 access point (a Bluetooth type 
access point) manufactured by Axis Corporation of Lund, Sweden. 

Traditional wireless access points provide limited 
functionality, essentially limited to enabling a so-called 
u hotspot" of connectivity to the LAN. The access point operates 



